
Carver Early College - English 1 Mandatory Summer Reading and Assignment 2025

Please, do not write an essay. Follow the directions as listed below.

This is an individual assignment not to be completed in collaboration with others.

Any evidence of plagiarism, including copying and pasting from the internet and/or sharing work between

students, will result in a zero on the assignment and the consequences outlined in the Middle School of

Pleasantville Academic Honesty Policy.

Follow these steps:

1. Please choose ONE of the following novels to read over the summer:

(Click on the book’s title for a PDF copy of it or you may purchase your own physical copy)

❖ The Secret Life of Bees (840L) by Sue Monk Kidd

❖ The Distance Between Us (890L) by Reyna Grande

❖ Brown Girl Dreaming (990L) by Jacqueline Woodson

❖ Hatchet (1020L) by Gary Paulsen

2. Complete the given assignment. Work should be completed in its entirety by the first FULL day of school 

and will be checked by Mrs. Arlington, your English I teacher. This work will help prepare you for an in-class 

writing assignment on the novel above. Please type your responses on the document below. You will be able 

to turn in your assignment via Google Classroom (to Mrs. Arlington) at the beginning of the school year. 

Anything digital will also be handed in via Google Classroom in September. Assignments should be 

turned in by the FIRST FULL DAY of class. No Exceptions or late assignments will be accepted.

Assignment:

1. Identify a main theme of the book.

2. Identify and record three pieces of direct evidence from the book that supports the theme.

3. Explain how each piece of evidence supports the theme.

Title of Book: ___________________________________________________________

A theme is an author’s insight about life. It is the main idea or lesson of the text.
A theme must be written as a complete sentence.

General rule: Theme = topic + message about the topic

A. Write your theme in the box below:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19wJNMfXc6zaZPUX-Bn6e3T_INVivT1O9/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DyG30hWs1PEVbVuLjLZW0IyVeoe6TbIB/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I2pB8_zoJLpbsaUDdDaG2-9VVvErRs_4/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B7CFCkpXY2WDO-I6KDR6V2j65Q-gEv0U/view?usp=share_link


B. Support your theme by using evidence from your book. Find three pieces of direct evidence from your

reading to support the theme in the box above. Include the page number of each piece of evidence. Write

an explanation of how each piece of evidence supports your theme.

Evidence and Page Number Explanation

Evidence and Page Number Explanation

Evidence and Page Number Explanation


